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Instrumental rock albums have
gradually become amore common
occurrence over the years, butquan-
tity hasn't quite boosted their appeal
within the mainstream market in the
same way thg say, instrumental
electronic dance music has.
- The main reason for this is quite
likely that every guitarist who
embarks on such instrumental pro-
jects often has motives that tran-
scend commercial returns, Of
course they all want to shift units,
but this usually comes second to the
higher aim of capturing their
creativity while maintaining their
artistic integrity.
Locally, such instrumental
‘albums are something of a rarity,
and in recent vears, there has only
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guitar music as I could”, he says
when we meet up in between his
various commitments.

Atthe age of 11, his opportunities
to do this were limited, but he did
get started by buying his first rock
album (on cassette). “Ibought Guns
'n Roses' Appetite for Destruction
and that was it - I professed my
undying love for the electric guitar,”
he says with a nostalgic eagerness
that convinces me he is as')passion-
ate iow as he was backthen. -

Albums by Iron Maiden, Metal- -
lica and similar bands formed part
of his budding cellection,. but
Demis’s musical horizons wereto

be expanded even further. “Mysis- -~

ter's boyfriend (now husband) had
quite a collection of rock albums,

‘and through him1 discovered so

many bands [ hadn't heard ofyet,
such as Helloween, Dream Theater

.and Savatage, who we bothlove to

bits to this day.”

Demis also started to look into
other genres beyond rock and
metal, such as bliies and funk; chill-
outand even classical music, and
becarme especially fond of virtuoso
guitarists Joe Satriani and Steve Vai.

“My composit_,io'n £
has improved, the
songs are more




